CUSTOMS   OF   MOSUL
If this man with a good income found it hard work
to produce the necessary cash, how much harder is
it for those who have no settled income, or whose
earnings are small. For instance, a native Christian
whom we respected and liked very much had two
daughters; both were betrothed and ready to be
.married. He was earning about £3 a month, and
had a wife and six children to support—how could
he provide all the necessary gold and other ornaments
for his girls ? And yet, if he did not, in all proba-
bility his daughters would never be married. There
was only one way out of the difficulty, and that was
to borrow at high interest, crippling himself for many
years to come, perhaps for the rest of his life. In-
stances might be multiplied, but I think enough has
been said to show that girls are expensive luxuries
in Mosul as regards their weddings 1 Now as to the
" preparations " for the great and eventful day.
When a man makes up his mind to be married,
or his parents decide in thdr minds that it is high
time their son should take to himself a wife, many
are the consultations which take place, and great is
the importance of the women folk concerned. They
are never so happy as when arranging for a marriage,
loving the mystery and secrecy of it; for it would
never do for a fond mother to offer the hand of her
dear son in marriage to the mother of a possible bride
and be refused. The shame and ignominy would be
too great; so the mother and other female relations
of the would-be bridegroom have to go very carefully
to work in selecting the girl and in making any pro-
posal for marriage. Before the actual "asking" is
done, the way has to be prepared by very careful
245

